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The dealers' margin must be as great, or greater, because of greater risk and labor in handling the low grade produce, hence the economy of sorting before shipping. As much as a ton of dirt and culls is sometimes found in a car on the Chicago 'team-tracks' after the wholesale merchant has sacked all he is willing to accept. The total car would have sold for more had these potatoes and the dirt been left on the farm or taken out at the warehouse."1 The same space in the freight car might just as well have been filled with potatoes 100 per cent salable to middlemen and consumers as to have contained large quantities of culls and dirt which resulted in wasted effort in handling and loss of freight charges upon two to ten per cent of the car load.
The same principle applies to all farm products in varying degrees according to their characteristics. The United States Bureau of Markets found for example that the receipts of apples at Chicago during a period of almost three months, between September 15 and December 5, 1914, contained over 15 per cent of apples so inferior in quality that they could not have been sold at all were it not for being mixed with other apples of better grade which consumers wanted.2 These 410 car loads of apples out of 2600 cars represented not only a waste in themselves, but they seriously depressed the prices obtainable for the good apples mixed with them. Grading in this case would have saved the costs of buying barrels for 160 car loads of apples, of packing this large quantity of fruit, of loading 410 cars with barreled and bulk apples, and of paying freight thereon to market. Furthermore these inferior apples could probably have been utilized profitably either as livestock feed or for cider-making purposes at the point of shipment rather than have become a total loss on the distant terminal market. The cost of handling and of paying freight
1 University of Wisconsin Agric. Exp. Sta. Bui 256, p. 13. * Washington State Office of Farm Markets, Circular 19, p. 17.